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Washington D.C., March 7, 2005

Honorable Commissioner

Paulo Sergio Pinheiro

Interamerican Commission on Human Rights

1889 F St., NW

Washington, D.C. 20006
RE:  On-Site Visit to the United States

         Right to Adequate Housing

Esteemed Mr. Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, 

On 4 March 2005, the Poor Peoples’ Economic Human Rights Campaign and a large number of other nongovernmental organizations working on housing rights in the United States, Canada and Brazil presented testimony in a hearing before the Honorable Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on The Right to Adequate Housing in the Americas. In addition to yourself, the Honorable Commissioners Susana Villarán and Florentín Meléndez presided. 

As part of the hearing, petitioners presented a set of concrete recommendations on actions the Honorable Commission could take to promote the right to adequate housing in the region, which you will find attached. One of these constituted a request that the Country Rapporteur on the United States “undertake an on-site visit to the Cabrini-Green development in Chicago and to other communities threatened with forced evictions.” 

In line with this request, we would like to formally invite you and other Commission staff, including the United States Desk Officer, to undertake an onsite visit to communities in Chicago and Philadelphia threatened with housing-rights violations. Below, please find several proposed dates in March, April, May and June of 2005, which we believe would allow you to interact with a large number of victims of housing rights violations. We offer these dates as concrete possibilities to facilitate scheduling, while remaining at your disposition to host an onsite visit at any time, date or place of your choosing.  While we understand that authorization from the United States government is required before planning can be formalized, we respectfully request that you and the Commission begin to consider dates in 2005 for such a visit. We will be seeking speedy authorization for the visit from the United States government. 

· March 18-25

· April 22-29

· April 27-May 3

· May 19-May 26

· May 26-31

· June 17-23

· June 24-30

A sample two-day visit to the Cabrini-Green development in Chicago might include the following activities:

Day 1: 

1. Driving tour of Chicago public housing sites: 

-- Get a sense of the vast scope of demolition

-- Includes tour of new “mixed income areas”

-- Includes visit to upscale developments near public housing projects

2. Walking tour of Cabrini-Green development

3. Community forum with Cabrini-Green residents

4. Meet residents displaced from other public housing developments

Day 2: 
1. Visit homeless shelter with former public housing residents

2. Meet elected officials

3. Meet with lawyers representing public housing residents

4. Meet researchers who have been studying public housing demolition and 

       problems surrounding residents’ relocation

We respectfully underscore the importance of undertaking an onsite visit to the United States in 2005, which we understand would be the first in the Commission’s history. That such a visit should focus on the right to adequate housing is critical, given the intimate interrelation between adequate housing and a broad range of human rights abuses, as detailed in the March 4th hearing. Undoubtedly, the severe, multi-layered human rights abuses that occur when housing rights are denied can only be fully understood by witnessing their human consequences first-hand—on children, women, men, the disabled, the elderly—and speaking with victims directly. 

Accordingly, we respectfully and cordially invite you and other Commission staff to visit Chicago and Philadelphia communities threatened with eviction, demolition and other severe housing rights abuses this year as part of the Commission’s mandate to protect and promote the full spectrum of human rights in the region. To further discuss the details of such an onsite visit, please contact: 

Carol Steele, President, The Coalition to Protect Public Housing


984 N. Hudson, Chicago, Illinois 60610


Tel: (312) 280-2298; (773) 396-8087 (cell)

Cheri Honkala, National Coordinator, Poor Peoples’ Economic Human Rights Campaign


P.O. Box 50678, Philadelphia PA 19132


Tel: (215) 668-8228

Tara Melish, Counsel, Poor Peoples’ Economic Human Rights Campaign


1520 16th St. NW #102, Washington DC 20036


Tel: (202) 210-0352; tmelish@aya.yale.edu 

Should you wish to meet personally with a representative of the group in Washington D.C. while you are in town for the final week of the Commission’s March 2005 session, please do not hesitate to contact Tara Melish at (202) 210-0352 or <tmelish@aya.yale.edu>. She will be happy to meet you at any time or place of your convenience to begin to discuss possibilities for a United States onsite visit. She would also be happy to discuss possibilities for a coordinated set of onsite visits to the United States, Canada and Brazil, all centered on the right to adequate housing in its various dimensions, which could give the Honorable Commission a fuller sense of the similarity and breadth of violations that occur in all countries of the region.

Sincerely,

_________________




___________________

Cheri Honkala





Carol Steele

National Coordinator




President

Poor Peoples’ Economic Human Rights Campaign
Coalition to Protect Public Housing

_________________________

Tara Melish

Counsel

Poor Peoples’ Economic Human Rights Campaign
Contact the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign:

P. O. Box 50678    Philadelphia, PA 19132

economichumanrights.org    toll free: 888-203-1948     fax: 215-203-1950


